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Keats now made a strong attempt, in the months that followed
the completion of Endymion, to liberate himself in every way
from the influence of Hunt. In Isabella, which was written in
1818, the occasional mawkish sentimentality of diction betrays
the continued and even heightened influence of Hunt; yet in
the main the poem stylistically reveals this effort towards
emancipation.

The slow and almost drugged movement of Keats's maturest
verse is perhaps owing in some degree to its comparative lack
of Latinity and polysyllabic words. Although a Latinized vocab-
ulary, when used by such .a poet as Milton, can impart a notable
sonority to verse, it rarely seems to retard the tempo of verse
movement. The rapidity of the couplets of Dryden and Pope is
probably facilitated by the Latinity of their diction: the very
length of words of Latin origin, and their comparative paucity
of strong consonants, such as stops, and especially the relative
absence of contiguous consonants allow them to be pronounced
with less effort and more apparent rapidity than words of
Germanic origin. Indeed, out of the first 300 words of Absalom
and Achitophel, for example, 22%  (66)  are of Latin origin.
Shelley, again, whose diction is less Latin than it first appears
to be, and who attains rapidity of flow, as a rule, through
metrical rather than verbal effects, has an average Latinity of
*3-3% in one of his least Latin poems, the Ode to the West Wind.
Now in his early verse Keats, like Hunt, had shown a probably
unconscious inclination to use a diction relatively soft in phonetic
texture, often lacking in strong consonants, and frequently Latin
in origin:

Full in the middle of this pleasantness
There stood a marble altar, with a tress
Of flowers budded newly; and the dew
Had taken fairy phantasies to strew. . . .

Of brightness so unsullied, that therein
A melancholy spirit well might win
Oblivion, and melt out his essence fine
Into the winds: rain-scented eglantine
Gave temperate sweets . . . (End., I, 89-92,9